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Additionally, because Ms. Haspel as
the Acting Director for CIA and the Di-
rector of National Intelligence have re-
fused to declassify any additional in-
formation, I am unable to publically
discuss her exact role in late 2002.

Furthermore, I am also unable to
publically discuss the things I know
she approved as a senior level super-
visor at the Counterterrorism Center
from 2003 to 2004 or discuss what she
worked on as the chief of staff to the
Deputy Director for Operations from
2005 to 2008.

Instead, I can only reference reports
by former deputy counsel of the CIA,
John Rizzo, that Ms. Haspel was one of
‘“‘the staunchest advocates inside the
[CIA] for destroying the tapes’ of CIA
interrogations conducted under the
torture program.

I find the CIA’s responses to requests
for information about Ms. Haspel to be
wholly inadequate. Ms. Haspel is not
an undercover operative; she is the act-
ing CIA Director seeking a Cabinet-
level position.

It is unacceptable for her or the CIA
to hide her behind a wall of secrecy.

I believe Senators and the American
public have the right to know whether
or not the nominee before us was a sen-
ior manager for a program that has
been shown to be deeply flawed, as well
as a number of other disturbing facts.

Without the full scope of Ms. Haspel’s
involvement available for public re-
view, I do not see how this body can
adequately carry out its constitu-
tionally mandated duty to advise and
consent on the president’s nominee.

Proponents of Ms. Haspel’s nomina-
tion have argued that she was just
doing her job and following orders.

If confirmed, what would Ms. Haspel
do? Would she carry out and enforce
the President’s directives if they would
violate our Constitution and inter-
national treaties?

I am also concerned her leadership
could create problems for the CIA to
perform one of its core functions: co-
operating with foreign governments—
and European allies in particular.

Specifically, her confirmation could
complicate U.S.-German relations.
While the German Government has not
made a public position on Ms. Haspel’s
nomination, Germany is strongly op-
posed to torture and multiple U.S. in-
telligence actions outlined in the Sen-
ate Intelligence torture report have al-
ready caused rifts in U.S.-German rela-
tions.

Additionally, when Ms. Haspel was
promoted to CIA Deputy Director in
2017, the European Center for Constitu-
tional and Human Rights,
headquartered in Berlin, petitioned
German prosecutors to order an arrest
warrant for Haspel due to her partici-
pation in the CIA torture program.

While I understand the German Gov-
ernment is unlikely to issue an arrest
warrant, Germans still remember that
U.S. intelligence officials mistakenly
abducted and tortured Khalid al-Masri,
a German citizen in 2003.
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Mr. Masri, a German citizen, was
seized on December 31, 2003, as he en-
tered Macedonia because he was wrong-
fully believe to be an Al Qaeda ter-
rorist traveling on false German pass-
port.

He was then turned over to the CIA,
which rendered, detained, and interro-
gated him. After 5 months, he was
dropped on a roadside in Albania.

This was a grave mistake that even
Ms. Haspel acknowledged in a pre-
hearing question whether the CIA ever
rendered or detained suspects who were
innocent by stating: ‘I understand that
the CIA’s Office of the Inspector Gen-
eral conducted a review of the ren-
dition of Khalid al-Masri and deter-
mined that CIA did not meet the stand-
ard for rendition under the September
17th, 2001 Memorandum of Notification
(MON).”

Even though the CIA acknowledges
this mistake, it is incomprehensible
that no one has been held accountable
for this and other violations.

If Ms. Haspel is confirmed, it would
send the wrong message to the country
and to the world. It would send the
wrong message that America has abdi-
cated its moral authority. It would
send the wrong message that we con-
done behavior that belies the con-
science and the values of this nation.

When the Obama administration
chose not to prosecute those involved
in the CIA’s torture program, they
claimed we were moving forward, not
backward.

To elevate a person with reportedly
intimate involvement in a torture pro-
gram to lead our Central Intelligence
Agency would signal to our allies and
our enemies that we are looking back-
ward.

This nomination is, in effect, a ref-
erendum on whether America condones
the use of torture.

If confirmed, this nominee’s deci-
sions will affect the lives and safety of
all Americans.

Our job is to assess whether the
nominee has the strength of character
to stand up to her superiors when reck-
oning with violations of our rule of law
and moral values.

Unfortunately, based on Ms. Haspel’s
record at the CIA, the lack of public
transparency regarding her tenure, and
the implications for America’s reputa-
tion at home and abroad, I cannot sup-
port this nomination.

———

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President,
National Police Week pays special
honor to the law enforcement officers
who have lost their lives in the line of
duty for the safety and protection of
our citizens and communities. I am
proud to cosponsor the resolution des-
ignating National Police Week as we
recognize the service and spirit of all
the officers who diligently exhibit what
Victor Hugo called ‘‘conscience in the
service of justice.”

I am especially grateful for the men
and women of Rhode Island’s local and
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State police who put their lives on the
line every day to keep our families
safe. As a former U.S. Attorney and
State attorney general, I have worked
closely with some of Rhode Island’s fin-
est police officers, and I believe they
are among the best in the country.
Supporting the vital mission of the po-
lice and fostering strong relationships
between our communities and law en-
forcement was a top priority for me in
those roles. Here in the Senate, I re-
main committed to supporting our
brave law enforcement officers, their
departments, and their families.

I met this week with Colonel James
J. Mendonca, chief of the Central Falls
Police Department and president of the
Rhode Island Police Chiefs Association.
Under his leadership, the association is
working to make Rhode Island a na-
tional leader in gun violence preven-
tion, drunk driving awareness, and
community engagement.

Law enforcement officers are the
guardians of our communities, often
paying the ultimate price for our safe-
ty. As we recognize the service and sac-
rifice of the law enforcement commu-
nity this National Police Week, I am
particularly mindful of the names of
some b0 officers from Rhode Island
etched onto the National Law Enforce-
ment Officers Memorial, including
some Federal officers who died while
on duty in Rhode Island.

In the words of the old hymn:

Now the laborer’s task is o’er;

Now the battle day is past . . .
Father, in Thy gracious keeping
Leave we now thy servant sleeping.

In Rhode Island and across the
United States, we remember and honor
their vigilance, compassion, and valor.

———

HMONG VETERANS’ SERVICE
RECOGNITION ACT

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, as
a young man, I lived with my father
while he served as U.S. Ambassador to
Laos. I came to know it as a
heartbreakingly Dbeautiful country,
with lovely, kind people, into which
our international contest with com-
munism violently intruded.

The goal of the U.S. in Laos at the
time was to prevent North Vietnamese
forces from using Laos as a supply line
for attacks on South Vietnam, along
what was known as the Ho Chi Minh
Trail, and to prevent Laos itself from
falling under Communist domination
by the Pathet Lao forces.

So began a covert war in Laos, fund-
ed by the CIA, in which at least 35,000
Lao and Hmong perished.

The legendary Hmong military lead-
er, General Vang Pao, operated out of a
base at Long Tieng in the mountains of
Laos. He told the New York Times in
2008, ‘‘“There were three missions that
were very important that were given to
us and to me. . . . One was stopping the
flow of the North Vietnamese troops
through the Ho Chi Minh Trail to go to
the south through Laos. Second was to
rescue any American pilots during the
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